Halifax County Courthouse
Why are the courts summoning jurors when the virus is s9ll going around and there is no cure?
Jury service is one of the cornerstones of our system of jus2ce, expressly provided for in the U.S. Cons2tu2on and
North Carolina Cons2tu2on. The Court has an obliga2on to uphold the cons2tu2onal rights of the ci2zens of this
state, which includes the right to a jury trial.
Eﬀec2ve October 16, 2020, the Chief Jus2ce has ordered that courts may resume jury trials in district and superior
court if a Jury Trial Resump2on Plan for the county and trial division has been approved by the NCAOC and entered
as a local administra2ve order. For coun2es that have received approval for their plans, local judicial oﬃcials are
free to resume jury trials in their discre2on. However, local judges retain discre2on to suspend jury trials in their
coun2es / districts based on local needs and COVID-19 condi2ons.
What safety precau9ons are being taken at the courthouse to protect jurors?
Chief Jus2ce Beasley has directed each county and / or district to create a Jury Trial Resump2on Plan prior to
issuing juror summonses for trial. The plan must ensure that court opera2ons comply with each of the emergency
direc2ves that the Chief Jus2ce has issued and must be informed by the Judicial Branch COVID-19 Task Force Best
Safety Prac2ces as set forth in NCAOC’s COVID-19 Field Guidance.
For example, each plan must include:
•
•
•
•
•

A conﬁrma2on that each court facility and any alternate facility to be used for court opera2ons follows
each of the Chief Jus2ce’s emergency orders in response to the COVID-19 outbreak;
A plan for conduc2ng jury selec2on and trials with social distancing in the courtroom and in the
delibera2on room;
A plan for daily screening of jurors, court personnel, a]orneys, witnesses, and par2es for COVID-19
infec2on;
A plan for making face coverings available to jurors, court personnel, a]orneys, witnesses, and par2es; and
A plan for responding in the event that a juror, defendant, a]orney, witness, judge, or other courtroom
personnel becomes symptoma2c, tests posi2ve for COVID-19, or has a known exposure to someone who
has tested posi2ve for COVID-19 during the trial.

All persons who are in a court facility are required to wear a face covering while they are in common areas and
when they are or may be within 6 feet of another person. Steps are being taken to clean facili2es frequently
according to CDC guidelines and to create an environment conducive to social distancing. Court staﬀ is also
encouraged to wash hands frequently. Some coun2es have installed plexiglass to serve as a barrier and are taking
temperatures of anyone who enters the court facility. The Chief Jus2ce has directed that hand sani2zer

be made available, at a minimum, at all entrances to court facili2es. Jury selec2on and / or trials may be held in a
diﬀerent loca2on if the courthouse or courtroom cannot safely accommodate social distancing for jurors.
No2ces have been posted at the entrance to each court facility direc2ng that any person who has likely been
exposed to COVID-19 should not enter the courthouse. A]orneys and other persons who do not have business in a
courthouse should not enter a courthouse, and those who do have business in a courthouse should not prolong
their visit once their business has concluded. A]orneys are strongly encouraged to submit ﬁlings by mail rather
than in person.
Visit your county’s page to view any local orders regarding speciﬁc procedures. See the Judicial Branch COVID-19
page for more informa2on and emergency direc2ves.
I am considered a high-risk individual for COVID-19 and I have been summoned for jury service. Do I have to
appear?
Contact the clerk of superior court in the county where you have been summoned for juror excuse policy
informa2on or refer to your juror summons for informa2on related to reques2ng an excuse.
I live with a person / I am a caretaker for a person who is a high-risk individual for COVID-19 and I have been
summoned for jury service. Do I have to appear?
Contact the clerk of superior court in the county where you have been summoned for juror excuse policy
informa2on or refer to your juror summons for informa2on related to reques2ng an excuse.
Do I have to wear a mask at the courthouse?
Yes. All persons who are in a court facility are required to wear a face covering while they are in common areas and
when they are or may be within 6 feet of another person. In this context, a face covering means “a covering of the
nose and mouth that is secured to the head with 2es, straps, or loops over the ears or is simply wrapped around
the lower face.” Plas2c face shields may be used in addi2on to, but not as a subs2tute for, face masks / coverings. A
“face shield” means an item of personal protec2ve equipment that consists of a plas2c barrier, usually a]ached to
a helmet or headband, that shields the wearer’s face from splashes, coughs, or sneezes.
This face covering requirement does not apply to persons who cannot wear a face covering due to health or safety
reasons, who are ac2vely ea2ng or drinking, who are communica2ng with someone who is hearing-impaired in a
way that requires the mouth to be visible, who are temporarily removing their face covering to secure medical
services or for iden2ﬁca2on purposes, who are complying with a direc2ve from law enforcement, or who are
under the age of 5. It also does not apply to a juror or witness who has been ordered by a presiding judicial oﬃcial
to temporarily remove a mask while answering ques2ons or tes2fying during a jury trial.
A no2ce advising of this requirement will be posted at the entrance to every court facility in each county.

Will a mask be provided if I do not have one?
The Chief Jus2ce has directed each county and / or district to create a Jury Trial Resump2on Plan prior to issuing
juror summonses for trials. Among other considera2ons, the plan must include a way to make face coverings
available to jurors, court personnel, a]orneys, witnesses, and par2es.
Do I need to bring my own hand sani9zer?
The Chief Jus2ce has directed that hand sani2zer be made available, at a minimum, at all entrances to court
facili2es. Please be aware security policies may prevent you from entering the courthouse if you have your own
sani2zer. Please check with the local facility before appearing for court.
If I am selected, how will the jury pool be seated to ensure social distancing?
The Chief Jus2ce has directed each county and / or district to create a Jury Trial Resump2on Plan prior to issuing
juror summonses for trials. The Jury Trial Resump2on Plan must include a plan for conduc2ng trials with social
distancing in the courtroom for all court par2cipants, including the jury, as well as in the delibera2on room. In
addi2on to other protec2ve measures, the Chief Jus2ce has ordered that spaces where the public and jurors will
congregate be marked at intervals of 6 feet to ensure social distancing. Jury selec2on and / or trials may be held in
a diﬀerent loca2on if the courthouse or courtroom cannot safely accommodate social distancing for jurors.
If selected for a jury, will jurors be seated in a small room to deliberate?
The Jury Trial Resump2on Plan must include a plan for conduc2ng trials with social distancing in the delibera2on
room. The plan that is developed must be informed by the Judicial Branch COVID-19 Task Force Best Safety
Prac2ces as set forth in NCAOC’s COVID-19 Field Guidance and must be approved by a wide variety of court leaders
as well as the local sheriﬀ and public health director.
The Chief Jus2ce also ordered that each court facility designate a COVID-19 Coordinator who is directed to
determine whether there is adequate space in the court facility to convene a jury trial in keeping with current
public health guidance. In making this determina2on, the COVID-19 Coordinator will take into account the need for
the jury to observe social distancing, as well as for jurors to be socially distanced in the courtroom and delibera2on
room. Jury selec2on and / or trials may be held in a diﬀerent loca2on if the courthouse or courtroom cannot safely
accommodate social distancing for jurors. If you have addi2onal ques2ons, check with the local facility before
appearing for court.
How long will the trial last?
This will vary by the policies established by each county’s Jury Trial Resump2on Plan. Courts have been encouraged
to limit the trial dura2on and to priori2ze less complex trials that will require less 2me to hear in order to shorten
the 2me a juror must appear.

How long will I be in court each day?
This will vary by the policies established by each county’s Jury Trial Resump2on Plan.
What should I do if I am experiencing COVID-19 symptoms prior to my jury service date?
Do not appear at the courthouse to report your symptoms. If you begin experiencing COVID-19 symptoms prior to
your jury service date, please inform the clerk of superior court in the county where you were summoned by
phone.
What should I do if I experience COVID-19 symptoms during my jury service?
If you begin experiencing COVID-19 symptoms during your period of jury service while at the court facility, please
inform the nearest court oﬃcial (e.g., clerk, bailiﬀ).
What should I do if I have concerns about the safety measures in the courthouse or if I feel safety precau9ons
are not being followed?
If at any 2me during your jury service you are concerned about your health or safety due to a lack of safety
measures or because guidelines are not being followed (e.g., social distancing is not being prac2ced, there is no
hand sani2zer at the courthouse entrance), please bring your concerns to the a]en2on of the judge, the clerk, or
the bailiﬀ to be addressed.

For more informa9on contact the Clerk of Court at 252-593-3000.

